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1 . S This communication is responsive to amendment dated 11-1 1-04 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 12-19 . 

3. S The drawings filed on 25 January 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f), 

a)n All b)nSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review { PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) n including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 

Claims 7-1 1 have been canceled as being directed to a non-elected invention, 
the election having been made without traverse (see the Final rejection dated 5-27-04 
for a complete discussion of the same). 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: None of the 
prior art of record taught or suggested that one skilled in the art at the time the invention 
was made would have performed a bobbin winding process with a coated monofilament 
dental tape comprising two or more coating materials with a coating weight of 20-120% 
by weight of the tape wherein one provided a decelerating winding speed tape tension 
control means (a decelerating bobbin which deceleration was controlled to provide for 
unifonnity in tension of the dental tape) and a conditioning means having a controllable 
heating zone or surface which heated the tape to a temperature just below the softening 
temperature of the coating on the tape prior to winding the coated tape on the bobbin. It 
should be noted that the disclosure did in fact have support for reciting that the 
conditioning means heated the tape to a temperature just below the softening 
temperature of the coating on the tape (see page 19, lines 16-19 of the disclosure). The 
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reference to Prospero clearly required that one heat the tensioning mechanism to a 
temperature above the melting temperature of the wax (the coating) on the dental floss. 
Additionally, it is clear that the reference employed only a single coating (a wax) upon 
the tape. Also, there is no indication that the bobbin speed was decelerated in order to 
maintain tension on the tape in Prospero as the heated device itself was the device 
which was responsible for tensioning the dental floss and NOT a decelerating bobbin in 
the winding operation. The references to UK '944 and UK '342 are cited herein as 
having been submitted by applicant and cited in the PCT application. A copy of the 1449 
with the IDS dated 2-20-02. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeff H. Aftergut whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1212. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:15-345 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Blaine Copenheaver can be reached on 571-272-1 156. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1733 



JHA 

December 23, 2004 



